[Tumor necrosis factor α and melfalan-based hyperthermic isolated limb perfusion in locally advanced extremity soft tissue sarcomas and melanomas].
The aim of the study is to evaluate the limb salvage rate achieved by treating locally advanced extremity sarcoma and melanoma by hyperthermic isolated limb perfusion with melphalan and TNF-α (ILP-MT). A retrospective study was conducted on patients suffering from locally advanced soft tissue sarcoma and melanoma of the limb and treated by means of ILP-MT between November 2001 and February 2010. The response rate, toxicity, complications, disease free intervals, overall survival and limb salvage rate were evaluated. A total of 30 patients (19 females and 11 males) with a median age of 60 years (14-82) were treated by this technique. The overall response rate was 93.4% (complete, 46.7%; partial 46.7%); the mean follow-up was 23 months. The median duration of response was 5 months (0-62), The median overall survival was 13.5 months (range 1 - 62). Limb salvage rate was 86.7%. Eleven patients are currently alive (5 without disease, 2 with residual disease on treatment, 2 with local progression and 2 with systemic progression). With the use of ILP-MT we have avoided the amputation of 26 limbs affected by locally advanced sarcoma or melanoma. ILP-MT is feasible and safe in a multidisciplinary environment.